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Section 18 Emergency Exemptions for Pesticides 

Section 18 of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)  
authorizes the EPA to allow an unregistered use 
of a pesticide for a limited time if they determine 
that an emergency condition exists. The  
regulations governing Section 18 of FIFRA (found 
at Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
part 166), define the term “Emergency Condition” 
as an urgent, non-routine situation that requires 
the use of a pesticide(s).  
 
Emergency exemptions for the use of a pesticide 
can be requested by a state or federal agencies when a serious pest problem  

jeopardizes production of agricultural goods or public health but no pesticides are 
currently registered for that situation. Information is submitted describing the pest 
emergency and request permission to use a specific pesticide even though it is not 
currently registered for that use. 
 
The EPA can grant a limited use of the pesticide in specific geographic areas for a 
finite period of time once they confirm whether the situation meets the statutory 
definition of "emergency condition" and conduct risk assessments: 

 One year for specific or public health exemptions. 
 Three years for quarantine exemptions. 

 
The most recent Section 18 approval in the state of Arizona was for the use of 
Transform WG Insecticide in the production of cotton.  For a detailed presentation 
on the approval process, click here. 

What is an SDS ? 

A Safety Data Sheet (SDS) is a document that 
contains detailed information on the potential 
health, fire, reactivity, and environmental 
hazards of a chemical product.  The SDS also 
contains information on the use, storage, 
handling, and emergency procedures related 
to the hazards of the product. 
 
SDSs are developed by the supplier or  
manufacturer of the chemical product, and 
contain much more information about the 
product than the label. The purpose of the SDS 
is to communicate the hazards of the product, 
how to use the product safely, how to respond 
to an accident, and how to identify and  
respond to symptoms of exposure. 
 

An SDS is required by Tribal and federal law during certain regulated pesticide 
activities .  Ensure that you are familiar with these requirements, or contact the 
Pesticide Control Office if you need assistance. 

New tools under research to combat bed bugs 

A fungal biopesticide that shows promise for 
the control of bed bugs is highly effective 
even against bedbug populations that are 
insecticide resistant, according to research 
conducted by scientists at Penn State and 
North Carolina State universities. 
 
The study suggests that Aprehend, a myco-
insecticide developed at Penn 
State, likely will provide... 

 

 

SUGGESTIONS? 
 

Your feedback and 

ideas are welcome.  

If you have a  

suggestion for a  

PCO Press topic, 

please submit to: 

 

gric.pesticide.office

@gric.nsn.us 

 

Read More... 
Giovani Bellicanta, PhD 
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